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1. 

 

A lie is not a lie if you don’t know the truth. 

Falk Richter / Marcel Luxinger 

 

BOB    Andy! 

 

ANDY In light of the attacks on Madrid you’ve drawn attention to 

the immediate threat to all Western countries posed by 

terrorist organizations.  Is this the same kind of “immediate 

threat” you talked about when you were describing the 

danger from Iraq? 

 

BOB I do not recall speaking of an “immediate threat” in 

connection with Iraq. 

 

ANDY You and your whole government used the term “immediate 

threat” in connection with Iraq as often as you possibly 

could.  The Secretary of State even put forward this view in 

front of the U.N. Security Council and Tony Blair talked 

about the “45 minutes’ within which Iraq could launch an 

attack. 

 

BOB In that case you should direct that question to the British 

Prime Minister’s office.  But aside from that, I’d suggest 

you go and ask our generals how much they care whether 

45 minutes constitutes immediacy or not. 

 

ANDY What do you understand by “immediate”? 

 

BOB If by “immediate” you mean that we were going to be 

attacked by Iraq any second, then I can tell you I neither 

believed nor said that and I don’t know anybody in the 

government who either believed or said that.  But if it 

means we’ve got to wait until the very last minute till we’re 

allowed to do anything then I know one or two people 

who’ve got a problem with that.  Next question. 

 

CRISS Following the Defence Secretary’s statement that people in 

Iraq can say what they like, the interim government has 

banned media organizations advocating a return of the 

Baath Party.  Could it be that freedom of expression in Iraq 

is still less than perfect? 

 



LYNN Under Saddam Hussein you’d have had you’re tongue cut 

out for protesting against the regime in public or in private.  

Next question. 

 

CRISS The Pentagon has excluded human rights organizations 

from observing the upcoming courts martial of prisoners in 

Guantanamo Bay.   What’s more, the defence lawyers 

assigned to them are not allowed to talk to the press 

without permission from the military.  A spokesperson for 

Amnesty International described these restrictions as 

unlawful chicanery.  Does the President have a view on 

that? 

 

LYNN There’s no question of chicanery.  Not all observers can be 

admitted to the trials, that’s true.  But that’s purely because 

space in the courtroom is limited, as is an adequate support 

structure.  We’re obligated to provide seats for diplomatic 

delegations from the accused’s home countries.  After that, 

in order to avoid any sense of deliberate exclusion, the 

remaining seats are balloted among the media. 

 

CRISS What about human rights organizations? 

 

LYNN We have informed these groups that we will address their 

desire to be present just as soon as it’s possible for us to 

accommodate them properly. 

 

CRISS And when is that going to be? 

 

LYNN We have constantly striven to make the proceedings as 

public as possible in a manner consistent with safeguarding 

the security of the American people.  We’re doing 

everything we can.  Next question. 

 

CRISS I have a follow-up question…. 

 

LYNN One question.  That’s the rule.  Next question! 

 

ANDY A leading British court has condemned unlimited detention 

without charge or access to legal counsel as a “clear breach 

of the fundamental principles of international law”.  

Witnesses have described an “American gulag”. 

 

BOB The illegal combatants who we have taken into custody in 

Afghanistan and in Iraq while pursuing a war fuelled by 

fundamentalist hatred of us and our values are being kept in 



Guantanamo to prevent them from going straight back to 

their units as soon as they are released. 

 

ANDY You make a distinction between soldiers and illegal 

combatants.  Both are fighting for a cause and are prepared 

to use armed force to do so.  What’s the difference in that? 

 

BOB The difference between an illegal combatant and a regular 

soldier is that when a regular soldier kills an enemy soldier 

he is committing a legal act.  An illegal combatant on the 

other hand, and the term makes this clear, does not have the 

right to enter the field of battle and kill soldiers. 

 

CRISS Who’s being kept on Diego Garcia? 

 

BOB What was that? 

 

CRISS Who are we holding prisoner on Diego Garcia? 

 

BOB Excuse me? 

 

CRISS Diego Garcia! 

 

ANDY The island! 

 

BOB Oh, the island Diego Garcia.  As far as I know, there is a 

small Army base on Diego Garcia which is being used by 

our forces and the British in the war against terror. 

 

ANDY And who else?  There have been reports that this is where 

senior Al-Qaeda members are taken to be interrogated, i.e. 

tortured, by Pakistani Secret Services. 

 

LYNN As far as I know, the only people there are a few hundred 

soldiers.  Anyway it would be totally ridiculous to take 

terrorists prisoner in Afghanistan then fly them all the way 

to Diego Garcia to be interrogated by Pakistanis when 

Pakistan’s right next door. 

 

CRISS One US secret serviceman has been quoted as saying:  We 

don’t beat the crap out of them.  We send them to other 

countries for them to beat the crap out of them there. 

 

BOB We’re not interested in any prisoner’s excrement, what 

we’re concerned about is information which might enable 



us to prevent any future attacks like those on September 

11th. 

 

ANDY So the prisoners we have are only interrogated by 

Americans? 

 

LYNN Al-Qaeda is a distillation of the lowest of the low.  They 

come from the most diverse regions and speak a wide range 

of Arabic dialects.  Obviously in order to interrogate them 

adequately we require specialists with a certain cultural 

affinity.  It’s ultimately in the prisoners’ best interests.  

Next question. 

 

JODIE The opposition, the liberal press and more or less the rest of 

the world are calling the President a liar because there 

aren’t any weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.  What’s the 

President’s reaction to this? 

 

BOB A lie is not a lie if you don’t know the truth.  If you claim 

something that you believe is true and it turns out later not 

to be true, that’s not a “lie”, that’s a “mistake”.  That’s a 

difference some people don’t seem to be able to see and the 

President thinks that’s unfortunate. 

 Crissie. 

 

CRISS Is it correct that Halliburton has been paid eight million 

dollars to build an execution wing in Guantanamo Bay? 

 

BOB It is correct that the courtroom for the forthcoming trials is 

fully equipped and it’s having an effect.  The quality of 

relevant information for the secret services has sextupled 

since then.  Incentive-orientated interrogation has made a 

lot of inmates more co-operative. 

 

CRISS The use of intimidation, sleep deprivation, force and the 

threat of force against prisoners are all forbidden by the 

anti-torture agreement ratified by the United States. 

 

LYNN People whose dearest wish is the destruction of our country 

have got to be stopped.  We regard occasional aggressive 

methods of questioning as thoroughly in accordance with 

the agreement which, by the way, was signed before 

September 11
th

.  And – you know, don’t you – since then 

the world’s changed. 



2. 

 

We’re people who can see the beauty in the world. 

Falk Richter 

 

RON We’re people who can see the beauty in the world, who 

take their lives in their own hands, don’t waste the moment, 

who can look a woman in the eyes and say the words “I 

love you” without any irony and who don’t stand around 

doing nothing when there’s someone lying dead on the 

ground right in front of them.  We look around the world 

and where we’re needed, if people ask us to, we’ll help.  

The Europeans may laugh at us but we take our role as the 

policemen and fire-fighters of the world very seriously 

because if we didn’t it them seriously this world would 

descend into chaos, the Europeans know that, they resent 

our power, our wealth, our technical and cultural 

achievements – their greatest dream is to drive a Chevrolet 

across our country from the East coast to the West and to 

feel how vast and beautiful and wide our land is and how 

much space there is to dream and how much room to 

breathe and how much strength that gives you to go and 

realise all those dreams.  I don’t think their little souls are 

going to find that vastness in the suburbs of Brandenburg 

and Frankfurt/Oder, that’s why they come to our continent 

in such numbers.  Next time your country’s in danger, you 

try calling the French for help, or the Belgians, the 

Russians or the Luxembourgeois, the Moroccans, the Turks 

or the Greeks, go on, call them, shout out :  “Help, dear 

Danes, help us, help, beloved Panamanians, help us, dear 

Czechs, Poles, Syrians, Mexicans,” you do that, while 

you’re slowly bleeding to death and watching your children 

die by your side.  You can laugh because you don’t know 

what’s going on in the world, you sit in your cafés smoking 

your unfiltered cigarettes, mourning the extinction of the 

body in the digital age.  You’ll know where your body is 

the moment it gets grazed by a bullet, a bomb explodes, a 

mine blows you away, don’t worry, you’ll rediscover that 

third rate non-existent body you thought you’d forfeited 

again, just before you lose it forever.  And where do the 

French and Germans get this arrogance towards us?  Gum 

chewing cowboys with no idea about global politics?  Only 

eating burgers, not reading, only watching soaps with 

canned laughter because they’re too stupid even to 

understand the simplest jokes?  Just what is ‘German 

culture?”  I’m serious; “What is it?” – where do you 



Germans get this arrogance towards supposedly 

uncultivated America – what’s so uncultivated about Miles 

Davis, Thomas Pynchon and David Lynch compared with 

Dieter Bohlen, Martin Walser and Hark Bohm?  And no 

idea about global politics? 

 I don’t see – sorry, maybe I’m not looking properly – but I 

don’t see any ideas coming from the Green Party and their 

Foreign Minister about how to deal with the growing threat 

of international terrorism beyond constantly bleating: “war 

bad, Germany good, please don’t hit us.”  There’s a 

difference between America and Europe, let’s hold on to 

that, because it’s there, we don’t need you, we can fight our 

wars without you, we get attacked and with your security 

council vetoes and your peace demonstrations you think 

you can stop us defending ourselves?  We’re going to war, 

with or without you, you disagreeing with us is your 

business, but know this:  next time we’re not even going to 

ask, because you’re a lot less important than you think. 

 A lot of Americans really don’t know where to find that 

Germany of yours on the map and as far as I’m concerned 

they can stop looking. 



3. 

 

What if they don’t want to discuss it, what if they just want us to leave? 

Falk Richter / Marcel Luxinger 

 

ANDY The President has put forward an ambitious programme for 

democratising the Middle East and the Moslem states of the 

former Soviet Union.  Is this about oil? 

 

LYNN No, it’s about democracy.  We are at a crossroads in 

history.  September 11
th

 has shown how dangerous states 

whose populations have to live under tyrannical dictators or 

brutal theocracies are.  Their anger and frustration is 

looking for an outlet and – influenced by anti-Western 

propaganda – they are directed against us and our values. 

 

CRISS Does the government have a plan this time how it’s going 

to achieve its objectives? 

 

LYNN We will be meeting together with the Europeans in the 

coming weeks and months to formulate a number of 

fundamental principles for reform. 

 

CRISS In other words, we’re going to go to the Arabs and say: 

“Make sure you start living like we do!” 

 

LYNN No, it’s not going to work like that. 

 

BOB It’s more like we’re saying:  “Listen guys, we can hear 

voices all over the Islamic world calling for democracy and 

reform.  And we can offer to help you achieve that goal.” 

 

ANDY Is it true that Noah Feldman, who’s advising the 

transitional government on constitutional affairs, said “if 

we hold the elections too soon, the wrong people could get 

elected”?  Now that the President has won an election more 

or less legally for the first time, is he afraid of democratic 

elections in Iraq? 

 

BOB We are witnesses of a historical process in Iraq which the 

Iraqis have been waiting for for centuries.  They’re taking 

responsibility for their own country.  The UN has been 

requested by the Iraqi governing council to examine the 

possibility of free elections in Iraq.  And the transitional 

government is currently examining the possibility of such 

an examination from a security point of view.  So, as you 



can see, we are getting closer to our objective: a secure and 

democratic Iraq. 

 

ANDY And what if they want an Islamic state and to keep the 

United States out? 

 

BOB It is the wish of the governing council that we remain as 

guests. 

 

ANDY What if they ask us to leave?  

 

BOB Right now we’re working on the fundamentals of the 

transition of power in Iraq.  Discussing our military 

presence will happen at the appropriate time.  It is my 

belief that the Iraqis appreciate the efforts we are making 

for the sake of their security. 

 

ANDY If they want the withdrawal of all foreign troops, will we 

withdraw?  

 

BOB I’ve already told you we’ll discuss that with the transitional 

government. 

 

ANDY What if they don’t want to discuss it, what if they just want 

us to leave? 

 

BOB The Iraqi people have repeatedly indicated in a wide 

variety of ways that we are welcome.  The Middle East is a 

critical region, an incubator of terror and a free, democratic 

and peaceful Iraq in the heart of the Middle East will help 

to turn a great deal in the region to the good, it will 

contribute to a safer and a better world 

 Next question. 

 

JODIE Could we say that this war’s just the beginning of a major 

offensive to create peace in parts of the world where people 

who want to express their opinions openly and publicly 

burnt and dragged through the streets, where women have 

to cover their faces and play no part in public life?  Can we 

say that? 

 

LYNN Yes you can. 

 

JODIE And that it’s our duty to see this mission through? 

 

LYNN That’s what I think, yes. 



 

CRISS Does the President know how many soldiers have been 

killed and wounded in Iraq since the end of major combat 

operations? 

 

BOB That number is common knowledge. 

 

CRISS Does the President know? 

 

BOB He is extremely aware of the sacrifices which have been 

made in Iraq. 

 

CRISS Ok, so how many people have been killed and wounded in 

Iraq so far?  And I don’t just mean just Americans, the total 

dead and wounded. 

 

BOB I don’t have these figures to hand. 

 

CRISS But the President knows what they are? 

 

BOB I think… 

 

CRISS Are those figures available? 

 

BOB Well if you want a precise current number, then you should 

talk to the transitional government or to Central Command. 

 

ANDY There are over a hundred attacks every day on US and 

allied forces, over 1100 fallen GIs have been brought back 

home, at least 20,000 casualties have been shipped to 

military hospital in Germany, over 26,000 veterans of the 

Afghan campaign and the second Iraq war have officially 

applied to be pensioned on grounds of disability and people 

are talking of over 100,000 civilian casualties since the 

invasion. 

 

BOB I don’t know those figures.  However, I assure you 

 

ANDY Well what figures do you know? 

 

LYNN Andy, please, let Bob finish. 

 

CRISS So the President has no idea how many… 

 



BOB The President knows that what we are doing in Iraq is vital 

to winning the war against terror which has already claimed 

so many lives and caused so many injuries. 

 

CRISS That wasn’t my question. 

 

BOB But it is vital that… 

 

CRISS How many people have been killed and injured? 

 

BOB …vital that we build up… 

 

CRISS I know.  But does he know how many… 

 

BOB …greater security and peace in Iraq… 

 

CRISS ...people have been killed and injured? 

 

BOB …to make the world a safer place. 

 

CRISS That was not my question.  My question was, does the 

President know how many… 

 

BOB Like I told you, I’ve answered that question: he is aware of 

the sacrifices made by our troops and their families and 

thinks about them every day. 

 Next question. 

 

JODIE Might we say  that – if we’d lost to the Nazi Germans and 

the Japanese Fascists – that the world would have 

descended into barbarism and that we’re now standing at a 

similar juncture, that this war against islamofascism is also 

war to protect civilization, a war we have to win? 

 

LYNN Precisely. 

 

JODIE Then could we also say that there is a vast, enormous 

amount at stake here right now – possibly more than there 

ever has been since the Second World War where we had 

to free Europe from the grasp of a madman -  and could it 

also be that just like then we have to press ahead 

completely resolutely and win this war because there’s 

more at stake here than mere individuals with their limited 

perspectives can see? 

 

LYNN You could say that, Jodie, yes, thank you. 



 

ANDY Can we say that what we mean by the term terrorist is 

someone who attacks civilians? 

 

LYNN That is correct. 

 

ANDY Then why do you call people who attack American troops 

terrorists?  Are the soldiers going round in plain clothes? 

 

LYNN I’ve got to say, when you think of the soldiers who have 

lost their lives, that is, really, an appallingly tasteless 

question.  Next question. 

 

ANDY It’s been announced that 5 billion dollars’ worth of 

contracts for the reconstruction of Iraq will be awarded in 

the next few days.  Is that one big contract for Halliburton 

or several smaller contracts for Halliburton.  And what 

work is Halliburton being contracted to do? 

 

LYNN We’ve got a one question rule here, Andy, next question. 

 

CRISS Then I’ll ask the same question. 

 

LYNN Which one? 

 

CRISS The question Andy just asked. 

 

LYNN What question was that? 

 

CRISS What work is covered by the five billion dollar contracts 

for the reconstruction in Iraq, ah come on, you heard the 

question, 

 

Brief respite. 

 

LYNN Seven contracts are contracts to manage the reconstruction 

programme.  Ten further contracts adding up to a total of 

five billion dollars cover a variety of different areas. 

 

ANDY Ten contracts of five hundred million dollars each? 

 

LYNN No, you’re confusing that with the ten contracts for five 

hundred million that the Pentagon have already issued.  

These new contracts are for a range of sums… 

 

ANDY For reconstruction? 



 

LYNN For reconstruction and for managing the reconstruction 

programme.  Those contracts are relatively small compared 

with the reconstruction contracts. 

 

ANDY There are seven programmes? 

 

LYNN No, contracts. 

 

ANDY For reconstruction? 

 

LYNN For managing the reconstruction programme and seven for 

reconstruction. 

 

CRISS I thought there were ten. 

 

LYNN Right, ten for reconstruction. 

 

CRISS And seven for managing the reconstruction programme. 

 

LYNN  Precisely. 

 

ANDY The 1.8 billion that Bechtel got, they were to bridge the gap  

until the new Halliburton contracts were awarded? 

 

LYNN Yes. 

 

ANDY Or until they’re completed. 

 

LYNN Correct. 

 

CRISS What is it? 

 

LYNN Bridging the gap, like you said. 

 

CRISS What? 

 

LYNN Yeah. 

 

CRISS That was a question. 

 

LYNN Next question. 

 

CRISS Will you please answer the first question. 

 

LYNN I’ve already done that. 



 

CRISS The 1.8 billion awarded to Bechtel… 

 

LYNN I’ve already answered that question. 

 

CRISS Were they to bridge the period until these new contracts 

were awarded to Halliburton… 

 

LYNN Do you understand that question? 

 

BOB Not really and I fail to see the relevance of that question to 

the struggle to combat terrorism, last question, Ron. 

 

CRISS I’m not asking you to see the relevance of the question, all I 

want you to do is answer it. 

 

LYNN Fine, thank you for the lecture, we’ve got a time limit here, 

there are seven contracts, Ron, please. 

 

CRISS So Bechtel’s got the money that… 

 

LYNN Ron, please, one last question. 

 

CRISS Can I please ask my question. 

 

LYNN You can do anything here.  You can ask anything you like 

here, Crissie, but right now I can’t see the relevance of your 

question, I have given you a thorough explanation if you 

weren’t listening or simply don’t understand that is beyond 

my responsibility, I can’t answer every question three 

times, bring a tape recorder and play it back as often as you 

like till you understand the answer, thank you, Ron, last 

question, please, now really. 

 

CRISS Let me put it another way. 

 

RON There are people dying out there. 

 

CRISS Yeah, why are they dying, ask yourself that. 

 

BOB People are dying out there, Ron’s absolutely right, thank 

you, Ron, young men and women who are giving 

everything to safeguard freedom, a freedom which you, 

Crissie, excuse me, are, to some degree, abusing. 

 

LYNN Paying with their lives. 



 

RON  Because they believe in something. 

 

BOB Because, yeah, that’s right, Ron, thanks, they believe in 

something, something that’s worth believing in, what are 

those people gonna think, Crissie, if they find out that what 

you’re doing here is… I’ve lost the thread now, where were 

we, Lynn, help me out here, I don’t know, were we talking 

about something?  Halliburton?  Guantanamo or Amnesty 

International?  Or about our friends the irregular 

combatants?  Chrissie, just pick one 

 

RON I’d like to ask my question now. 

 

CRISS Please, Ron, ask your question, please! 

 

BOB That’s kind of you, Crissie, ok, Ron – 

 

RON The President’s dog died recently.  What was the 

President’s reaction? 

 

BOB Well, I think he was sad.  But Spot was 15 years old and by 

the end he had serious heart problems.  The President 

knows that a dog’s life won’t be as long as a human life.  

He and his entire family will hold Spot in loving memory. 

 

RON Did you ever get to meet Spot? 

 

BOB I had the moist pleasure on a number of occasions, as Spot 

didn’t pay much attention to White House security 

regulations.  He was always giving the security people the 

run around. 

 

CRISS Did Spot support the intervention in Iraq? 

 

BOB Spot kept out of politics.  He was more family-orientated, 

though he did sometimes remind me of a weapon of mass 

destruction. 

 

RON But seriously: where will he be buried? 

 

BOB I think on the ranch in Texas. 

 

CRISS Along with the Florida ballot papers? 

 



BOB Thank you, Crissie, your comments are so witty, I think we 

could all use a break, thank you everybody, thank you. 



4. 

 

Iraq policy is always war policy. 

Marcel Luxinger 

 

JODIE It seems that all anybody on the left needs to do to make a 

statement on Iraq is string together the words oil, USA and 

war in any order they like.  The rest is child’s play.  A few 

oil prices here, war is always bad, and it’s always the poor 

people who suffer.  The real question, though, is whether 

there are certain circumstances under which military force 

can be logical and just.  And despite that on Iraq the answer 

to this was a resounding yes, the majority of Germans 

claim that the US only wanted to install another puppet 

regime in Iraq to safeguard control of oil supplies, and 

some of them are afraid that this could start a chain reaction 

with the whole region ending up in Islamist hands.  

Germany’s part in arming Iraq and providing technical 

support for the massacre of Kurds is denied with the same 

kind of ignorance that a few years ago let them believe in 

Scharping’s non-existent atrocities in Kosovo.  You don’t 

see the world as it is, you see what fits in with your 

imagination of it.  The fact is Iraq was broke long before 

sanctions were imposed and hadn’t been in a position to 

supply its population’s basic needs for some time.  Saddam 

took them into two international wars.  First against the 

Shiite clerics, then the Kurds.  More than 4,000 villages 

were systematically destroyed, 100,000 Kurds were killed.  

It has been proven in 41 cases that chemical weapons were 

deployed against the Kurdish civilian population.  Iraq 

policy is always war policy, even what seem to be civilian 

areas, trade for example, were part of that, because the Iraqi 

regime was being supplied with chemical weapons and 

other items.  So it’s a not a question of war or peace, what 

we have is a choice between two different kinds of war.  

This war has finally brought to an end the permanent war 

Saddam was waging on his own people.  Up until then the 

policy was one of containment.  Dictators were kept in 

power because they did the dirty work of eliminating both 

real and hallucinatory enemies – Kurds, Communists, 

Islamists, the population in general – wonderfully well.  

But containment doesn’t work in the Middle East any more.  

A dynamic has developed culminating in anti-Semitic 

terrorism against Israel and the attacks of September 11
th

. 

Since then word has finally got around sections of the 

American establishment that the usual policy of support for 



Middle East élites has failed.  These regimes punish any 

expression of opposition as treason and criticism is only 

permitted in terms of a pan-Arab or pan-Islamic rejection 

of external enemies – like Zionism and Imperialism. 

 I can’t take a neutral stance on Iraq.  For me the fall of 

Saddam was an affair of the heart.  I can’t be indifferent to 

the people in Iraq, in Israel, or anywhere in the region. 

 So if any of you haven’t understood what I just said or want 

to make good any general knowledge deficits with some 

targeted questions, I’ve got ten minutes, Andy, Crissie, ask 

me a question, please. 



5. 

 

We have “moral self-confidence”, and we believe in the truth. 

Falk Richter 

 

RON What is it with Europeans?  Have they been overcome by 

history?  People evolve, relationships between states 

change, balances of power shift, someone who was our 

friend yesterday may well be our enemy today.  We’ve got 

to watch out, keep looking in all directions, sometimes I 

have the feeling with our Europeans friends that they’re 

only ever looking in one direction: backwards at their own 

history and they’re gazing in fear and horror at their own 

face – there’s nothing very heroic to see there. 

 We were surprised to say the least, how quickly European 

unity could be destroyed, in a matter of hours.  And in this 

great convocation of free nations, wanting to join together 

in a united states of Europe, we witnessed a regression to 

the bitterest resentments of the early 20
th

 century:  the 

Spanish against the Germans, the Poles against the French, 

the Russians against the Italians. Russia, Germany and 

France had it seemed genuinely anticipated that the 

majority of European countries would fall in line with their 

decision – how wrong can you get – new Europe supported 

new America. 

 And American leadership’s not bad.  In our short history 

we have cured mankind of polio, abolished slavery, 

defeated Hitler and Communism, shaped Germany and 

Japan into flourishing democracies, put men on the moon 

and liberated France, Italy, Eastern Europe, Panama, 

Kuwait, Afghanistan and – finally – Iraq.  Why can we do 

this?  What puts us in a position to do all this when Europe 

hasn’t achieved anything significant in the last fifty years? 

 We have “moral self-confidence,” and we believe in the 

truth – we don’t put reality in quotation marks, we live in 

the here and now, and we have visions instead of neuroses. 

 Oh, one more thing: unlike you, we’ve never put up with a 

dictatorship. 



6. 

 

The Wizard of Oz 

Falk Richter 

 

ANDY On election day it was reported that people had to stand in 

line over three hours before they could vote, in Ohio 60 000 

leaflets were posted to private addresses telling people 

“Bush voters vote Tuesday, Kerry voters vote Wednesday” 

– the election was over by Tuesday, voting machines 

crashed for several hours and several voting machines 

malfunctioned, with the result that a large number of votes 

in Ohio were miscounted, 250,000 votes in Ohio were not 

counted at all, these were the votes of people whose 

entitlement was supposedly unclear, international observers 

were turned away from polling stations in Ohio… 

 

BOB What’s your question, Andy? 

 

ANDY If we want to be a democracy, then… I think… ok…why 

do people have to stand in line three hours to vote, why 

can’t the elections be held on a Sunday when everybody 

can go and vote, not just the people who’ve got the kind of 

jobs where they can afford to stay off work for up to three 

hours and… I don’t know… I’m rambling here… why 

can’t we have more polling stations? Why do people have 

to stand in the rain for three hours and why again do 

thousands of African Americans not get sent polling cards 

and… 

 

CRISS I don’t understand, I really don’t understand it… doesn’t 

the President care that the entire population of the world 

rejects him, that the only ones backing him are a few 

fundamentalist Bible bashers in Texas, Utah and Ohio, 

because they approve of him banning gay marriages and 

introducing the death penalty for abortion?  I mean… why 

do 92% of Bush voters say they voted for him because we 

are at war with Iraq – and and and the President has nothing 

more to say about the whole mess over there than we’re 

bringing democracy to the Middle East – 

 

ANDY What does the President mean by democracy?  What kind 

of democracy does he want to introduce there, the same 

kind we’ve got here in the USA now? - and what does he 

mean by freedom, what is that word supposed to mean 

when it’s applied to the President’s domestic policy?  And 



isn’t he afraid that resistance to America is going to 

increase globally, that there are going to be more attacks, 

the USA is going to be more hated, there’ll be more dead, 

more flashpoints that he can’t control any more – he can’t 

even keep Iraq under control, he hasn’t got a clue how he’s 

going to get to grips with it? 

 

BOB Andy, Andy, calm down: the President is fighting a war 

that will determine the life or death of Western civilization 

– it would be fatal for the whole of the West if the 

President were to be voted out of office in a time of war – 

the President is acting in accordance with the fundamental 

Christian values of our society, the Iraqi people have asked 

us to free them from clutches of a gruesome dictator, that’s 

why we’re there, we’re helping people finally enjoy a taste 

of freedom, what do you want Andy, are you going to deny 

those people peace, freedom, prosperity, freedom of 

expression and a happy and secure life?  Why are you so 

selfish, Andy, why can’t a young Iraqi grow up with the 

same advantages you grew up with, Andy – do you think 

that attitude is Christian? 

 

LYNN The course that we have embarked on in Iraq… 

 

CRISS What course is that – just briefly, Lynn, what course, I 

can’t see any course, what course is there, can you explain 

it to us in three sentences, I can’t make out any course at 

all. 

 

ANDY I read recently if you open the door to look at Bush’s 

strategy on Iraq you find yourself staring at an empty room. 

 

LYNN I don’t know what you’ve been reading, Andy, I’m sure it’s 

part of your job to gather information from all sides but I 

can assure you, the President has a course of action, which 

he is sticking to, it’s not going to change, even if there are a 

few problems now, there always are- 

 

BOB If you’re taking your family on a trip in the mountains, 

Andy, and your wife gets lost in the woods, that doesn’t 

mean you don’t know where you started out from, it’s the 

same with fishing, next question. 

 

CRISS/ANDY What? 

 



LYNN Listen, Crissie, you must know the film The Wizard of Oz – 

little Dorothy from Kansas leaves home to save her dog 

Toto – on her way through the magical kingdom of Oz she 

frees the wicked witch’s army – what happens is she’s 

chased by the wicked witch and eventually she throws a 

bucket of water over the wicked witch who vanishes 

instantly in smoke and straight away the army of nasty 

monkeys who kept the wicked witch in power join Dorothy 

and they all dance together to the castle to meet the wizard 

Oz – it’s important that our children see this story when 

they’re very young so they understand that good can defeat 

evil, and that you need a heart, courage and brains and they 

can be found in the magical kingdom of Oz – sometimes 

we’re a bit disappointed if the wicked witch doesn’t die 

straight away or if the armies of monkeys around the world 

don’t join us immediately – but we can’t let our heads drop 

and give up, we have to have a heart and courage and 

brains and keep going till we reach Oz, so we can steer the 

history of mankind from there – we’ve got to BELIEVE 

that we’ve been chosen to bring freedom and democracy to 

people all round the world, we’re only going to succeed if 

we truly BELIEVE. 

We’ve got problems, sure, that’s the way things are – but 

are they going to stop us freeing that army of nasty 

monkeys?  No way. 

 

 



7.  

 

Entertainment and destruction 

Falk Richter 

 

CRISS I don’t know, I really don’t know, no, not another of these 

texts that are supposed to say it all and then everyone 

argues about who’s got the best part again and they all want 

the lines divided up democratically and fairly:  FAIR, FAIR 

what does that mean?  FAIRNESS doesn’t exist any more 

it’s all gone, the mask is off and we really don’t need to 

pretend any more and hence my question:  Is it actually 

worth writing about all these illusory worlds like 

TELEVISION that’s constantly producing images, a never 

ending scream of images and expert commentary but 

nobody derive anything of value from those images or that 

information: we know nothing, we don’t know anything, 

they don’t give us any information. 

 That’s why I’ve spent so long asking I want to actually 

understand how much Dick Cheney for example really has 

managed to siphon off from Iraqi reconstruction for his 

company Halliburton, which contracts had been signed 

before the war even started and how these whole logistics 

work before they send the boys in to clear the way for our 

system that now wants to write itself into everything, that 

sees every country, every culture as a no-man’s land, blank 

space on the map, an empty page, an empty system that 

we’ve got to write ourselves into with our ideas of freedom, 

finance and democracy – another three words you can’t 

swap for anything real, nothing, absolutely nothing, an 

emptiness inscribes itself on the world, an aggressive 

emptiness that can find no empathy, overstretches 

cynicism, embeds itself in hysteria and explodes above 

everything like an out of control tomahawk missile, still 

delivering pretty pictures for the t.v. just before it strikes, 

so that they can show splendid sporty reports from 

embedded journalists and bomb-mounted cameras, 

delivering entertainment and destruction at the same time, 

that’s become our system, pictures and applause 

synchronized with speed and destruction:  that’s us, that’s 

what we are, that’s what we’ve got to understand, though 

we don’t understand much else.  If we do suddenly 

recognize who we are, then it’s usually just fractions of 

seconds and we end up in a clinic being sedated. 

 None of us can sleep at night, nobody can, not even the 

soldiers, they’re doped the whole time like our sportsmen, 



like our financial speculators they’re doped all the time, the 

stuff they’re taking to keep this system going – and to take 

that a step further: recently I read a report that 44 per cent 

of the American soldiers killed in the Vietnam war died 

from friendly fire – that’s some hit rate, guys – so they fly 

into places that are none of their business, start off by 

shooting themselves to pieces, pausing only to kill the 

occasional civilian, chuck a bit of napalm around, rape a 

couple of women – and 60 per cent of the Veterans of the 

first Iraq war have died of so-called Gulf War Syndrome –  

uranium deposits from their own ammunition – a syndrome 

you can’t report in the United States because it would cause 

too much damage to troop morale if the soldiers found out 

that their biggest enemy is the military itself.  But that’s 

essentially nothing new; anyone who goes to war is always 

going to get shafted in the nastiest possible way and he’ll 

probably either die in battle or he’ll develop some kind of 

psychosis and be committed.  Even my father who served 

as an anti-aircraft gunner in the Second World War was 

severely damaged by it, they’ll never be happy, those 

people, they can never be happy, but this myth that war is 

the greatest of adventures for all young men of action, you 

can’t excise that myth from our culture, it recurs over and 

over again and everyone keeps going along with it. 

 Let’s see what the Iraq 2 kids die of, we don’t even know 

how many dead there are, it doesn’t matter how many times 

we ask, no-one’s going to tell us. 

 Did I get off the point?  Or do you just hurtle so quickly 

through all these questions because you’re interested in 

them and nobody ever answers them, you just don’t get the 

right information – and the information you do get 

officially, it’s so contradictory, none of it’s right, but it just 

passes unchallenged with all its contradictions, that’s the 

job of these so-called journalists, not to point out the 

contradictions, to let themselves get embedded, embedded 

in the system, reporting from a frog’s eye view or the view 

of an infantryman or a tank crew, so journalists are put on 

the same level as footsoldiers who’ve been treated with 

complete disregard in war for donkey’s years – and they 

love it, there were even two Germans who got into bed with 

the Army, the coalition of the willing’s little rent boys, and 

who kept on breathlessly narrating how thrilling and 

exciting and real driving round in tanks was: real-time 

reporting means zero information – media democracy has 

imploded, we’ve turned into something else, something I 

can’t accurately describe – fascism would be too imprecise, 



but it’s not democracy.  And on top of that independent 

journalists were directly threatened that they’d be shot if 

they entered the country, and that’s what they did to some 

of the few who dared to go anyway, the Hotel Palestine 

really was shot at – that’s not democracy, so what is it then 

and is there any possibility of resistance?  What might that 

look like?  Resistance? 



8. 

 

The battle of the systems. 

Falk Richter/Marcel Luxinger 

 

JODIE Maybe we shouldn’t judge everything so quickly.  You can 

get into a particular way of thinking so fast and there’s no 

way out again.  America is the epitome of Western 

civilization, you can’t get around that.  And it’s a fact that 

they have driven a great deal of change for the better in 

very backward parts of this earth.  Capitalism – at least in 

essence – contains the possibility of the greatest possible 

good for the greatest possible number.  Of course you can 

spend forever getting worked up about turbocapitalism and 

decadence and that everyone’s so pressured, dashing 

through airport lounges somewhere unable to feel even 

themselves any more and everything’s getting worse and 

worse but what’s the point? 

 Criticism of US foreign policy and social conditions within 

the USA is legitimate and necessary, as in every country.  

But there is a difference between constructive criticism and 

naked anti-American sentiment.  Anti-Americanism is not, 

as you may think, a particularly radical form of criticism.  

Competition between the USA and “old Europe” is 

intensifying.  Anti-Americanism is part of the battle 

between these systems, a last death throe of “old” Europe 

before it sinks into oblivion – Europeans have no faith any 

more, that’s made them weak, Kant was the decisive failure 

in that continent’s thinking: Strength doesn’t come from 

continually criticising and ironizing oneself, only the man 

of faith is strong.  We are a strong culture and that strength 

comes from our trust in God. – The Moslems think of Jesus 

as a lesser prophet.  The Europeans have lost any 

connection to God.  They can’t understand our battle, it’s 

happening without them. 



9. 

 

The culture arose from warring peoples that it is only in war that we understand who 

we truly are. 

Falk Richter/Marcel Luxinger 

 

LYNN We’ll never completely understand the Arabs. 

 

JODIE But if we want to know what makes them tick the path 

leads through the desert.  Just as the desert lies there 

apparently unfeeling, war, the ultimate conflict of cultures,  

needs no justification, it is enough in itself.  Only in war do 

we understand who we truly are, only in battle can we 

sense whether we are worthy to survive. 

 

LYNN In war we become aware of ourselves, a culture which 

endures a war will emerge stronger than before. 

 

JODIE We are a strong culture but we are also vulnerable, for a 

long time we have nourished a thinking in the centre of our 

being which revolves purely around its own despair, this 

weakens our bodies, this robs us of the strength to 

withstand a sand storm and look straight ahead. 

 To Andy.  Why won’t this body fight?  Why does this body 

only want to ask questions?  Is this body afraid?  There’s a 

whole world out there to conquer – don’t you have any 

dreams? 

 

LYNN We are at war, there are people out there who want to 

destroy us and who won’t stop until they or we are dead – 

you can ask whatever you want it isn’t going to change 

anything, we’re going to keep on fighting, we’ve started it 

now and that’s why we’re going to have to finish it. 

 

JODIE Culture arose from warring peoples, whereas the peaceful 

hunter gatherers were banished to the fringes of the earth 

where they gradually died out or became absorbed. 

 

LYNN The desert is what forces us to become different people. 

 

JODIE The desert only tolerates fighters, the hesitant have no 

chance. 



10. 

 

Standstill, sandstorm – the most beautiful moment of the war. 

Falk Richter 

 

BOB And then our tanks set out and I left my office and went 

with them 

 we rolled through the desert together and I reported live 

 suddenly a standstill sand stabbing in my eyes like ice 

splinters 

 our nightsights couldn’t make out a thing 

 the videophone link broke down – nothing, not a thing 

anywhere – stuck in the sandstorm 

 time went haywire – this high tech age we’ve become and 

the ancient power of the desert – sandstorm – standstill – 

every monitor in the world showed three days of pictures 

where you couldn’t make out a thing 

 the soldiers stayed in their tanks and didn’t move 

 our war had got stuck in the desert 

 silence 

 no-one spoke, nobody asked questions, the whole of 

Western civilization, so it seemed, was stuck in a huge 

desert storm 

 all our weapons – useless 

 I sat there for days seeing nothing saying nothing calm 

silence time began to flow 

 standstill the Presidents of both countries hid in their 

presidential palaces and waited in silence 

 the world stared at its screens for three days and held its 

breath: a worldwide sand storm had brought everything to a 

stop – it was the most beautiful moment of the war, I never 

experienced anything like it again -   

 everyone looked at the pictures unable to make anything 

out and said:  “Look, you can’t see anything” and they all 

wondered what had happened to us that we were sitting 

there in front of our televisions, looking at pictures where 

you couldn’t see anything –  

 then the wind turned, the war machine freed itself from its 

sandholes and light penetrated the fog – 

 our tanks rolled on in the direction of Baghdad and we got 

there, we toppled Saddam’s statue, we raised our flag, and 

we smoked the first cigarette in the dictator’s bedroom, we 

tore the paintings out of the national gallery and sent them 

to our wives back home, we took possession of the first 

pipeline and began to increase the oil supply, we put in a 

government of our own people, we took the country by 



storm, we got a foothold, now we’re patrolling the streets, 

the city is secure in our grasp - 



11. 

 

Anyone who’s in love with death and puts the lives of others in danger has to got to 

know they’re going to die. 

Falk Richter / Marcel Luxinger / Otto Schily 

 

LYNN We’ve got to discover the Arab in ourselves… 

 Anyone who wants to kill us has got to understand that we 

can kill too… 

 

JODIE We have to learn their language of battle in order to defeat 

them… 

 

LYNN The determination they have inside is something we have 

to discover in ourselves… 

 

JODIE The determination with which they confront us… 

 

LYNN …blowing themselves up so they can kill us… 

 

JODIE …is something we have to match with a willingness to die, 

for our country, for our beliefs, for our way of life. 

 

RON Anyone who’s in love with death and puts the lives of 

others in danger has got to know they’re going to die.  – 

We’re going to survive. 

 



12. 

 

Houses for peace. 

 

ANDY Schoolkids were gathering at the Alexanderplatz to 

demonstrate against the American war in Iraq.  There 

wasn’t much happening, just a boring consensus.  War is 

evil!  Word quickly went round that we’d get down to 

business tonight in Kreuzberg.  Initially getting down to 

business meant being told at Kotbusser Tor by a dull 

woman in her mid forties that I ought to give up smoking 

and help found a Palestinian state.  I was glad when a 

friend turned up and dragged me away from this woman 

who had started looking for causes of the war in the realm 

of the illumini.  You couldn’t really tell who we were 

demonstrating against.  Israel?  Countless flags and a tape 

of slogans accompanied by children dancing some kind of 

intifada ballet demanded that “Zionists” keep their hands 

off Palestine.  Or was it Turkey, denying the Kurds 

autonomy?  Or maybe for a change our own government, 

for putting soldiers on AWACS flights. 

 

 The first “No-War-On-Iraq” schoolgirls were running 

around in the Kurfürstenstraße.  The radio said everyone 

should go back to the Alexanderplatz.  But we could only 

get a few yards before there was gridlock.  No demo to be 

seen, just cars unable to move.  Evidently the schoolgirls 

from Zehlendorf thought it was better to go to the 

Gedächtniskirche and were standing there blocking the 

way. 

 

 The statue was a labour of love, she had a beautifully 

serious expression, the folds of her robe and the overall 

greenish colouring were very well done.  In place of the 

flaming torch she was holding a guided missile up to the 

skies and instead of the American constitution she was 

clutching an oildrum to her sides.  One of Attac had made 

this seven foot high model of the Statue of Liberty out of 

polystyrene and was going to carry it at the front of the 

procession from Alexanderplatz to the Brandenburg Gate.  

But when he was carrying it out of the house in 

Greifswalder Straße, the rocket got caught on the 

doorframe and broke.  Bloody bombs.  The Attac people 

painted the statue’s hands and feet blood red for a couple of 

photographers.  “That’s the blood America is wading 

through.”  Someone suggested the statue should have tears 



of blood streaming from its eyes, but that idea was turned 

down because of possible misinterpretations.  I suddenly 

saw in front of me the bleeding icon of American freedom 

and democracy, an America that sacrifices itself on behalf 

of the rest of mankind and does what needs to be done.  

There was a big banner hanging from one of the houses 

opposite: “Houses for Peace.”  I could just imagine the 

tenants getting together, trembling with their own bravery, 

deciding to take a stand against the war.  In future their 

children wouldn’t be able to accuse them of simply 

standing and watching while the evil unfolded.  “We from 

Prenzlauer Berg 204 don’t always agree with our 

neighbours,” it said on their website haeuser-fuer-

frieden.de.  “But peace is fundamental.  We’ve talked to 

each other and given each other courage to make the point 

together: Our house says NO to war!  Make the power of 

peace visible on your house too:  Houses for Peace!”  So 

much courage, so much power, what a point!  It really 

made me want to hang a stars and stripes out of the window 

and play ‘Surfin’ USA’ by the Beach Boys all day at full 

volume in reply.  But it wasn’t just this house saying ”No”, 

the whole of Prenzlauer Berg was a peace stronghold.  At 

the newspaper kiosk, in the butcher’s, in the supermarket 

you could be certain all your fellow humans agreed.  

Everyone looked as if they were part of some giant 

conspiracy, members of the secret lodge of peace.  A giant 

peace poster had been stuck on the door of a primary 

school and the blackboard had Martin Luther King’s “I 

have a dream” speech on it.  This is what it must have been 

like in East Germany: schools being used to communicate 

the government’s views.  Young Pioneers for Peace.  But 

by the time the next war comes around, which Germany 

will take part in again, all the banners and posters on the 

walls of these schools and houses will have gone.  By then 

the fundamental issue won’t be oil, it’ll be human rights.  

And then no house is going to want to refuse to take part. 

 

 In an obscene way the night-time TV pictures of the war in 

Iraq were far more attractive than those daylight scenes of 

peace in Berlin.  The velvety aubergine of Baghdad by 

night was repeatedly shot through with yellow flashes.  

These pictures had all the pathos that the speechmakers, 

singers and leafleteers for peace had been trying to find but 

failed. 

The next day it started again in Kreuzberg, this time 

heading for the SPD headquarters in Wilhelmstraße.  



Although not everyone in the demo agreed in their attitude 

to the government: the spectrum ranged from appeals to 

national sovereignty “close German airspace to American 

bombers” to a clear rejection of Schröder and Fischer on 

the placard “down with the government.”  The only thing 

everyone could agree on was that the USA should get out, 

preferably out of everywhere, out of Iraq and out of 

Germany.  They should go and invade themselves for a 

change.  “Bush is Hitler squared,” moaned somebody, 

another expressed himself more precisely; “Against war – 

against capitalist peace – against anti-Americanism – for 

social revolution” – that was the most polished statement 

there.  Within sight of the Willy Brandt Haus a police 

roadblock brought the march to a stop.  Finally. 

 



13. 

 

We’ve got to conquer the hearts of all mankind. 

Falk Richter 

 

JODIE Is it possible that the denazification and re-education 

programmes that the Germans had to undergo at the end of 

the Second World War went too far?  That we overdid our 

efforts to beat the militarism out of the Germans and have 

ended up breeding a nation of pacifists who may accept the 

lifestyle benefits of “the American way of life” but fail to 

comprehend that a democracy like America always has to 

be ready to defend itself? 

 

LYNN We meant well back then.  These people had come from an 

oppressive fascist regime, who would have thought they’d 

tip over into the complete opposite? 

 

RON After all we’ve achieved in Iraq, what’s going to be our 

next big challenge? 

 

LYNN We’re in the 21
st
 century, that’s very different form the 20

th
 

century because there are terrorists whose most cherished 

wish is to see our charred bodies dangling from bridges. 

 

JODIE Might it be necessary to resume this process of re-

education and to explain to the Europeans – above all the 

Germans – what a democracy means, how vulnerable it is 

and that it is right to defend it with all means necessary?  

And what are the sort of re-education programmes that 

could bring about this restructuring of European thought in 

practice? 

 

LYNN We’ve got to conquer their hearts, Jodie, we’ve got to 

conquer their hearts, we’ve got to help them free 

themselves from their old self-centred backward-looking 

thought structures. 

 

JODIE And wouldn’t it make sense while we’re doing a whole 

restructuring programme to restructure the Arab people at 

the same time, and the Africans, the Chinese maybe, and 

the Indians, the Chechens, the Belarussians, the Syrians, the 

Koreans and Pakistanis and all the other peoples, that might 

be the best thing. 

 



LYNN Of course that would be the best thing, I’m convinced it 

would work, we’ve just got to conquer their hearts, we’ve 

got to BELIEVE, if you have faith, you can move 

mountains, that’s what the Europeans don’t understand. 

 

RON Who would have thought it possible back then that Ronald  

Reagan could bring about the fall of Communism – 

nobody.  Just as today nobody thinks George Bush is going 

to defeat militant Islam.  One day humanity is going to be 

very grateful for the war we’re now fighting and say: that 

was the beginning of an era of worldwide democratization, 

an age of freedom for all.  Falludja will fall- 

 

JODIE And then at last we’ll be able to push on, seeing as we’ve 

got whole armies there.  The Iranians want democracy, 

Syria, Libya, and then finally we’ve got to sort out the 

Palestinian problem. 

 

RON And we’ll solve that too.  Now that Arafat’s dead, the 

Palestinians will no longer be able to close their minds to 

our peace offers – a new age will dawn for Israel. 

 

ANDY The intellectual left in the USA has lost contact with the 

grass roots – we’re too complex, Kerry is too complex, but 

we don’t have a democratic candidate who can reduce the 

whole of global politics to fear of Al Qaeda, we don’t have 

anybody in the party who is capable of reducing all our 

domestic political problems and a disastrous economic 

situation down to the question; “Gay marriage – yes or 

no?” we’re too complicated, we need a new language – but 

who’s going to create it for us? 

 

RON The President has the majority of Americans behind him, 

more people voted for George W Bush than for any other 

President. 

 

ANDY America votes, but the outcome of that election is just as 

decisive for the rest of the planet as it is for the land of the 

brave and the home of the free itself – wouldn’t it be fair if 

EVERYONE elected the President of the United States, not 

just the 4% of the world population who happen to be 

Americans? 

 

RON Andy, we’ve got our work cut out stopping our own 

population from going out to vote – we don’t want to have 



to go around asking all kinds of Africans, Chinese and 

Europeans to stay at home too. (laughter) 

 

ANDY The American sociologist Richard Sennett describes our 

way of life as the epitome of “gentle fascism”.  America is 

now in an age of “gentle fascism”.  What could this “gentle 

fascism” mean? 

 

RON That’s something you better ask your sociologist, I haven’t 

got a clue what that means.  America has defeated fascism 

and it’s now also going to defeat Islamo-fascism – that 

much is certain – maybe Richard Sennett has just lived in 

Europe too long to be able to make any MEANINGFUL 

comments on America – we want freedom for all people, 

that is our mission, there’s no way that’s fascism. 

 

ANDY “Gentle fascism?”  Does that mean from now on we’re 

going to be living in a state of diffuse fear that persuades us 

to accept everything the government does?  Does that mean 

we’re going to torture people but we’re going to do it in a 

good cause?  Does that mean we don’t need television 

that’s critical of the government because it would be 

unpatriotic, we don’t need information because we’ve got 

to TRUST our government, just like the President has to 

TRUST that Lord Jesus will show him the way to do the 

right thing for our country? 

 

JODIE The election was almost as expensive as the war in Iraq yet 

it was obvious the whole time the Republicans were gonna 

win – might it actually be worth thinking about only having 

elections every ten years, it’d save money that could be 

better used elsewhere and it would give each President 

more time to really achieve his objectives. 

 

ANDY Since Bush was re-elected 40,000 US citizens have applied 

for political asylum in Canada - 

 

BOB We can assume that these are people our country can well 

do without. 

 

CRISS Amnesty International has reported that the US-led war… 

 

LYNN Convictions, Crissie, are more important than reality – God 

wants freedom for every person on this earth and that’s part 

of our foreign policy. 

 



JODIE We were INVITED into Iraq – that’s why we’re there. 

 

CRISS Apparently there have been a number of attempted suicides 

in Guantanamo Bay 

 

BOB We shouldn’t forget that we’re dealing with Al Qaeda 

prisoners here, with people for whom death by suicide is 

their highest ideal. 

 

CRISS The Geneva Convention says… 

 

BOB The prisoners in Guantanamo Bay receive excellent 

medical care, three meals a day, appropriate 

accommodation and clothes, reading material.  Every cell 

has an arrow pointing to Mecca, meat is slaughtered in 

accordance with Moslem law before it’s cooked, camp 

radio issues the call to prayer five times a day and each 

prisoner is given a copy of the Koran.  Your friends are 

better off in Guantanamo than they are in their slums back 

home. 

 

CRISS That wasn’t my question! 

 

LYNN But it was our answer. 

 

CRISS The UN Charter of Human Rights says… 

 

LYNN We know, Crissie, next question… 

 

CRISS Why did Donald Rumsfeld not have to resign when it 

became known that he had consistently known about the 

torture in Abu Ghraib, and had even in some cases ordered 

it?  Why did the President say then that Rumsfeld is one of 

the best Foreign Ministers the United States ever had? 

 

LYNN Because it’s the truth, that’s why. 

 

CRISS Ok, Lynn, one last question, now listen: you must know the 

film Mars Attacks, where aliens attack, they want some sort 

of natural resources and they’ve got a cassette recorder 

playing a tape loop that says: DON’T RUN AWAY WE 

COME IN PEACE WE COME IN PEACE WE ARE 

YOUR FRIENDS and then they blast everything they can 

aim a trigger at to smithereens – can it be that that’s what 

I’ve got to imagine these troops from Texas and Utah and 

Colorado doing? -  First there’s scatter bombing and then 



the care packages and those leaflets with advice to Iraqi 

women, do they go in then, after everyone’s burnt to death 

or just before?  How should I picture it?  An Iraqi child 

reaching out for his yellow care package with a peanut 

butter sandwich inside and then next second his face gets 

ripped off and what look like leaflets flutter down with 

Tony Blair and George Bush holding out their hands in 

friendship - we come in peace don’t burn the oilfields we 

come in peace. 

 

LYNN Yeah thanks, Crissie, thank you, that’s an interesting chain 

of thought, thank you. 

 

CRISSI Maybe in the years to come there’ll be less and less talking 

and more and more doing – on both sides! 

 

LYNN Yeah thank you, Crissie, thank you. 

 

ANDY What happens with Europe?  What do we do with the UN, 

should we keep it? 

 

RON The Europeans have got to understand now that the 

American people want George Bush – he’s a reality – and 

that America isn’t just Manhattan and California, it’s Ohio, 

Utah, Colorado and Texas – and George W. Bush stands 

for THIS America – and that it’s THIS America that the 

Europeans have got to deal with. 

 

JODIE Faith in God moves mountains – faith in God can achieve 

more than any international treaty – we’re not going to 

abolish the UN, we’ll restructure it in the light of the 

prevailing circumstances. 

 

RON The EU is an invention.  Its advocates want to construct a 

new European identity.  And they way they’re doing that it 

by stirring up the differences between the old continent and 

America.  They’re busy defining Europe as the opposite – 

as a continent whose self-image is based on not being 

America. 

 

LYNN That means our enemies are on all sides, everywhere, the 

world hates us, but we’re stronger.  We’ve got to fight.  

We’ve got to finally understand we’re at war.  We’re going 

to win, things are going to change.  

 

ANDY And how do we do that? 



 

LYNN With our hearts and brains.  We’re going to conquer their 

hearts.  We’re going to conquer the hearts of all mankind, 

just you wait. 

 

JODIE It’s about love, about freedom, about faith, it’s about the 

big feeling. 

 

LYNN We’ve got to conquer their hearts, Andy, we’ve got to 

create light in the realm of darkness. 

 

JODIE It’s going to be expensive, Lynn, Bob, Andy, but we’ll 

conquer their hearts, we’ll do it, Ron, I know we will, 

believe me, belief is what matters, faith can move 

mountains, someone who’s got faith will change the world, 

we’re going to change the world, believe me, it’s going to 

be a different world, we’ve got four years now to give this 

world a new face – there’ll be a new America, a new world 

order, a new life for everyone, we’re going to do it. 

 

LYNN We’re going to conquer the hearts of all mankind. 

 

JODIE Yes we are. 

 

Fade out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


